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        Semester One


English 10/Period _____




       Purposes of Storytelling
“The Counsels of the Bird” by Rumi

World Masterpieces, pages 120-121 and 124-125 


VOCABULARY

BEFORE READING:

Background Information: Read pages 120 and 121 to correctly fill in the blanks.
Facts about Rumi
· Finest P___________________ mystical poet; Muslims all over the world follow his teachings
· Founder of S________________ order known as the W_________________ D_______________________
· Dervish—member of a Muslim religious order noted for devotional exercises (as bodily movements leading to a trance) leading to E____________________________
· Rumi’s father was a religious I_______________, and Rumi assumed that position upon his father’s death
· How did a murder figure importantly in Rumi’s life?  _____________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Rumi’s most important work is the M________________ , written to provide _____________________________________________________________________
Facts about Didactic Literature
· The word “didactic” comes from a Greek word meaning _______________________
· Didactic literature imparts M______________________________ through
     S_______________________________________________ and also defines the   

     V_____________ of a society by establishing codes of B______________________
· Didactic literature often contains A___________________________ , which are short pointed statements expressing human truths
DURING READING:

Make a prediction. Will the bird escape?  Will the man listen to the bird’s advice?

AFTER READING:

Comprehension Questions


1. Why does the bird give his counsels from 3 different locations? (Be sure to also state these 3 places in your response)


2. What are the bird’s counsels?



a.



b.



c. 

3. What lie does the bird tell the man? Why?


4. What is meant by the bird’s comment that “to give counsel to a sleepy ignoramus/is to  sow seeds upon salt land”?


Critical Thinking Questions


5. What is Rumi’s message?

6. Thinking about the “purposes of storytelling,” explain what you feel was Rumi’s 

    purpose in telling this story.

7. Do you think Rumi actually gave 2 or 3 pieces of advice? Explain your answer.
      Wiles    Assertions     Ignoramus








